Comparison of heparin and streptokinase in the treatment of venous thrombosis.
Heparin or streptokinase was administered in a prospective randomized fashion to 50 patients with phlebographically confirmed venous thrombosis of the extremities of 14 days or less duration. A total of 49 patients completed the investigative protocol with 26 receiving heparin and 23 receiving streptokinase. All patients were evaluated with sequential phlebograms. Complete thrombolysis with restoration of venous valve function occurred in one of 26 patients receiving heparin and in six of 23 patients receiving streptokinase. Fifty per cent of the patients treated with streptokinase with a total duration of symptoms of three days or less achieved complete lysis. The total incidence of therapeutic complications was similar in the two groups, but was more severe in the streptokinase treated patients.